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Sat.

12
Executive Council

September & October

Fri.

25
Salmon Dinner

Mon.

2
Labor Day, 
Building Closed

Sun.

8
New Member Class
11:00 am, Library

Bob Biddle has resigned from his position 
as Choir Director. LeAnne Johnson has 
agreed to serve as interim director. 
We are still seeking a Music Director for 
the Contemporary Service. Please pray for 
the search process and forward names of 
possible applicants to one of the Pastoral 
Leadership Team members. 

9:30 am, Room 300

5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall

Thoughts from Pastor Kim
We live in a time of shifting culture, 
when people are moving away from 
traditional, religious institutions. 
Fewer and fewer people claim a 
church home and those who do go to 
church are attending less frequently. 
Surveys show that less than 20% of 
Americans regularly attend church. 
Many churches sit empty. Other 
churches are closing their doors. 
Depending on which survey you read 
only 6 to 20% of churches are grow-
ing. To put it another way, 90% of the 
churches in this country are losing 
members. What little growth there is 
is occurring primarily in the smallest 
churches (under 50 in worship) and 
the largest (over 2,000). Fewer and 
fewer Americans attend church. And 
yet 80% of Americans still classify 
themselves as spiritual, many describ-
ing themselves as spiritual but not 
religious. They seem to be looking for 
something more, something they are 
not finding in church.

Those of us in church leadership be-
moan their loss. We point to growing 
secularism, a church that has sold out 
to entertainment, the encroachment 
of other faiths, the politicizing of 
faith, and the sexual abuse scandals 
which are rocking so many denom-
inations. For most of us these are 
troubling times.

I know I have been troubled. I have 
been praying a lot about what to do 
next here at Central Church. Cen-
tral Church is the first church I have 
served that has not grown. I have tried 
the things that worked in my other 
churches but they don’t seem to work 
here. At least they have not led to 
growth. That has been frustrating, all 
the more so because growth in wor-
ship attendance is the one of the few 
metrics of success that can be easily 
measured. It has caused me to ask hard 
questions about my calling and why 

God sent me here to Central Church.

Don’t get me wrong. I love God. I love 
this church. I thank God that I have 
been allowed to serve as your pastor. 
Still, something in me yearns to feel 
closer to God, closer to you, to revisit 
the excitement of my early faith. I 
yearn for more of God than I have 
experienced of late. It is a spiritual 
hunger of sorts.
I am reminded of the words of the 
Psalmist, who wrote:
You, God, are my God,
earnestly I seek you;
I thirst for you,
my whole being longs for you,
in a dry and parched land
where there is no water.
(Psalm 63:1)

Of late the land has felt a bit parched 
and, like so many, I long for something 
more. Nor am I alone in my longing. I 
am encountering more and more long-
time church members who are asking 
the question from the old Peggy Lee 
song, “Is that all there is?” These are 
not flaky, secular, C&E Christians. 
These are folks who have given their 
lives to Christ, who have taken Bible 
studies and led Life Groups. They 
study their Bibles and pray regularly 
but long for something more, some-
thing deeper. They yearn for a closer 
walk with God, for clearer guidance 
from the Spirit, for something that 
they can’t quite put their finger on. 
They just know that they desire more. 
And sometimes, sometimes, I am one 
of them.

Like I said, I have been praying a 
lot and am not sure I like what I am 
hearing. God seems to be telling me 
that he did not call me here to grow 
Central Church numerically, at least 
not yet. The message I hear time and 
again is that before we can grow wider 
we have to grow deeper. God want his 

followers to know him better and fall 
more deeply in love with him.

That is not an easy message for a 
pastor, like me, who has focused much 
of his ministry on church growth. But 
what I am hearing from God is that 
the growth he wants from us is growth 
in faith and in love. What’s more, God 
also seems to be saying to me that 
before I can take this church deeper I 
must first grow deeper myself.

Yes, I am beginning to suspect that the 
answer for this church is not another 
program, as promising as programs can 
be. It is not working harder or doing 
what we are doing better. We have 
tried that. I think what God is asking 
of us is more about being than doing, 
about seeking God in the Spirit and 
falling more deeply in love with him.

How then do we get there? Like any 
relationship I fear the only way I can 
deepen my relationship with God is by 
intentionally setting aside more time 
to be with God, to pray and listen. 
Which is why, in recent weeks, I have 
been working with a small group who 
has been practicing the spiritual disci-
plines and seeking to go deeper with 
God. I have been reminded that it is 
not what I do that makes God love 
me. Indeed, I have found that I some-
times allow myself to become so busy 
that I have little time to experience the 
presence of God. That is why I thank 
God that I am not called to journey 
alone. I need others to journey with 
me and hold me accountable. With 
their help I hope to grow deeper with 
God. And I would like to invite you to 
join us on that journey as together we 
grow deeper with God.

Your brother on the journey,

Pastor Kim

Wed.

11
Everyday Women Begins
6:30, Room 300

Fri.

13
Everyday Women Begins
9:00 am, Fellowship Hall

Wed.

18
Financial Peace 
University Begins
6:30 pm, Room 301

Wed.

18
Alpha Begins
6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall

Fri.

4
Organ Recital
7:00 pm, Sanctuary

Have you been attending Central Church for a 
while and are now considering joining as a mem-
ber? Or do you simply have questions about this 
church: what we believe, how we are organized, 
how you can be more involved. If so join Pastor 
Kim for a new member class to be held after wor-
ship on September 8 at 11:15 am. It will be held in 
the library and should last about 1 1/2 hours.

Mon.

9
WisdomHiers’ Potluck
Noon, Fellowship Hall

Please join us at 12:00 noon for a great 
potluck. Be sure to bring your favorite dish 
to share. Tim Ledbetter will share insights on 
better self-care when you are caring for others 
who suffering long-term debilitating illnesses.

Mon.

14 Noon, Fellowship Hall

WisdomHiers’ Potluck

Please join us at 12:00 noon for a great 
potluck. Be sure to bring your favorite dish 
to share.

Tues.

17
Bethel Begins
6:30 pm, Room 300

Music Ministry News
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Discipleship

Is God calling you to use your gifts 
of service, mercy, and compassion 
in a tangible way that has structure, 
guidance, prayer and encouragement? 
If God is putting that call on your 
heart, check out the details of Becom-
ing a Stephen Minister. Applications 
are available in the front office and we 
have Stephen Leaders ready to meet 
with you to explain the details.

The new class is set to start Septem-
ber 23 but get your application in 
early so one of the leaders can meet 
with you personally. The training will 
conclude by next February after 50 

Stephen Ministries
hours of training on Monday nights 
from 6:30 to 9 pm. After training and 
being commissioned by the church, 
you will be matched with someone in 
the church family or community who 
needs a caring heart and a listening 
ear as they discover God’s wisdom 
and direction for their life.

This ministry is life giving not only 
to the person you will bless, but to 
you as you depend on God and grow 
deeper in your walk of faith.

Contact pastor Sharyn Withers at 
sharynw@cupchurch.org or 509-
943-1143 ext. 117, for more details.

By: Pastor Sharyn Withers, Pastor of Congregational Care

This Fall we have something for every-
one. Even places where you can invite 
a friend or co-worker to join you.

If you are wanting to introduce your 
friend into a safe place where they 
can ask all the questions, they have 
been asking you, invite them to join 
you for the Alpha class. If you have a 
neighbor who is having a hard time 
making and sticking to a budget or in 

Fall Classes
debt, invite them to Financial Peace 
University. If your co-worker is won-
dering if the Bible is true and what it 
is all about, invite them to Bethel. If 
you have a female friend looking for a 
small group to study and learn about 
the God who created it all, invite 
them to Everyday Women.

In other words, we have something 
for everyone!

NO ONE WANTS TO BE FOR-
GOTTEN OR LEFT BEHIND. 
Sometimes that happens when we 
end up in the hospital or stuck at 
home without assistance. If you find 
yourself or a friend in these situations, 
call the church and let us know. With 
the privacy laws, we do not get infor-
mation from the hospitals or nursing 
care facilities, so it is crucial to have 
a friend, or the staff give your church 
a call. Our VIP team can call on you 
in the hospital or in other locations. 
They don’t have a magic wand to 
make you well, but they know Jesus 
and would love to pray with you. 
Caring for each other is one of the 
hallmarks of Central Church!

The VIP Team 
Calls on our 
Very Important 
People

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University offers a simple step-by-step 
process that can lead to life changing results. Don’t be overwhelmed by bills, 
online banking, credit cards, buying a house, saving for your kid’s college or 
saving for retirement. This class offers hope that leads to action and victory 
over your financial struggles and worries. 

Sarah Miller is the facilitator of this class. Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm, 
starting September 18, for 9 weeks as we learn from Dave’s video teachings 
and deal with real life situations in small groups

We all have questions! In today’s 
world it is hard to find a safe place to 
ask questions without being accused 
or judged. Alpha is the safe place you 
have been looking for! In Alpha you 
are free to ask questions, about truth, 
who Jesus is, why we need the church, 
and the meaning of other religions.

Greg Fancher is our host for this en-
counter. It is structured to put you at 
ease right away. We have homemade 
dinner, followed by one of Greg’s 
jokes (that he thinks are funny) a 
video on various topics of faith, and a 
free sharing of ideas and thoughts.

Open to all who want to look deeper 
into the meaning and purpose of life!

Wednesday evenings, with dinner at 
6:00 pm, starting September 18 for 
9 weeks.

Perhaps the time is now for you to 
learn about this powerful, holy book. 
Gerry Griffin will be your Tour 
Guide. He is offering a new Bethel 
class starting Tuesday September 
17, at 6:30 pm. Gerry will lead you 
through the Old Testament, the 
Prophets, the Kings, through the 
intertestamental period into the New 
Testament and the ministry of Jesus. 

It is an exciting adventure that pro-
vides a global look at the Kingdom of 
God and how you fit into His plan.

This Bethel class will be one hour 
and go for 18 months, following 
the school schedule (so you will get 
summers and holidays off!) To sign 
up for Bethel, check the back of your 
connect card. 

There is something both supportive and intriguing 
about women gathering in small groups to learn, 
study and discuss God’s truth. This is the dynamic 
effect of Everyday Women. It is in our ordinary 
daily life that we see and experience the reality 
of God. Everyday Women meet on Wednesday 
evenings, starting September 11, from 6:30 pm 
to 8:15 pm in Room 300, and Friday mornings, 
starting September 13, from 9:00 am to 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.

The new study is, “God of Creation: A Study of Genesis 1 – 11”, by Jen Wilkin. 
This is a 10-week course. To sign up for Everyday Women, check out the back of 
your connect card. 

Everyday Women

Alpha

Kids Stacey Moore, Director of Children’s Programs and Ministries

It’s been a whirlwind of a summer. 
There have been so many amazing 
things that have happened in our 
children’s programs. A great big huge 
thank you to all of our volunteers who 
showed up to help with Vacation Bible 
School. We had just under 100 kids 
with us each day. Our older childcare 
classes all participated again this year. 
Parents and grandparents were invited 
to come and participate. Many of them 

showed up each day to experience VBS 
alongside us.

It was a week full of excitement, songs, 
Bible stories, crafts, games and JESUS. 
It was almost always unanimously 
mentioned daily how much the kids 
loved snacks.

We just finished up our central sum-
mer volleyball camp. The girls got to 

Summer Fun

Vacation Bible School

participate in camp twice a week for 
the entire summer. Each girl was given 
opportunities to practice skills as a 
team as well as individually. These girls 
all created a very special bond over the 
summer under coach Dave’s leadership. 

Again thank you everyone. You have 
been a huge blessing in the lives of 
these little kids and their families both  
inside our church walls and out.

Volleyball Camp Volleyball Camp

By: Pastor Sharyn Withers, Pastor of 
Congregational Care
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Central Updates

Roger Williams
Brad Buswell
Joan Billings

Barbara Deobald
Pam Dreher
Debbie Strine

Prayer Requests

Financial Update Giving Summary for July 2019

Faith Promise Summary

OPERATING FUND  Budget Actual

July Giving to Operating $100,000 $100,075
July Operating Expenses $104,825 $96,874

July expenses exceeded giving $3,201

Faith Promise Giving  May $5,703 YTD $59,347

Year to date   Budget Actual

Total Giving to Operating $715,000 $679,487
Total Operating Expenses $747,525 $702,178

YTD expenses exceeded giving by $22,691

By: Julie McDonald Youth By: Mark Taylor, Youth Ministry Director

We had a wonderful trip to Thailand. 
We had six youth and five parents 
on our team. I asked them to write a 
sentence or two about what the trip 
meant to them so I could share it 
with you. Here are some reflections in 
their own words!
The support of the CUP family 
was crucial in enabling our team 
of students and parents to travel to 
Thailand and join in the ministry of 
Chris and Dora Barbee. We were able 
to see firsthand the positive ways that 
the Barbees are impacting the lives of 
Thai students and their communities, 
to interact with some of the student 
leaders that the Barbees are invest-
ing in, and to begin to understand 
what God is doing in Thailand. –Leo 
Fifield
In Thailand, the people stood out 
to me the most and how much they 
cared for you and how kind they were. 
I made connections with many peo-
ple in Thailand that I didn’t know I 
would make through all of our differ-
ences, but each of them is amazing!! 

–Tori Thorne (14)
I enjoyed the trip very much. I 
learned a lot about the Thai culture, 
and I tried a lot of new things. I really 
felt God on our first day in Roi Et 
when we met the Thai students for 
the first time and joined them for 
worship and Bible study in the Bar-
bees’ house. –Emma Taylor (13)
It was eye-opening for me to see the 
Thai people’s different world-view 
and how it shaped everyday life. –
Lucy Fifield (14)
It was an amazing experience to help 
teach the kids English in camp. –
Emma Moore (13)
One of the biggest impacts of our 
time in Thailand for me was witness-
ing the effectiveness of the Barbees’ 
method of discipleship in the very 
non-Christian Thai culture. Living 
life alongside and focusing on build-
ing deep relationships over the years 
has brought them to the point that 
now the fruits are starting to be har-
vested in the form of some true young 
Christians and increasing numbers of 

Thai kids open to and learning about 
life with Jesus. –Heather Thorne
Our trip to Thailand was an amazing 
opportunity to see the Barbees in 
action, see the Thai culture, connect 
with Thai students, and serve the 
Lord. The relationships I made with 
the Thai students are ones I will never 
forget because of the love, care, and 
difference they made in their commu-
nity. –Brooke Thorne (16)
Thailand was an incredible experi-
ence for our family. The Thai people 
were so very kind and accepting. The 
Barbees are truly living their life on 
mission. It was inspiring to walk 
alongside them and see the work they 
do each day. –Stacey Moore
These comments capture the great 
experience we had together. Thank 
you, Central Church, for sending 
and supporting us. I’m grateful for 
the opportunity we had to be present 
with the Barbees and participate in 
what God is doing through them in 
Thailand!

Mission Trip Thoughts
Lunch Buddies
We need Lunch Buddy mentors to 
meet with students in our local middle 
school and elementary schools one day 
a week. This is a great way to make a 
big impact on a student’s life with a 
50-minute weekly commitment. Learn 
more at one of our orientations on 
September 5. For more information, 
contact Julie McDonald at 
Lunchbuddies49@gmail.com.

Martha’s Cupboard
Volunteers are needed in both ongo-
ing support roles as well as for once-
a-month Saturday morning packing 
parties of family care bags. Financial 
donations are also needed. For more 
information, contact Fran Stanley at 
fmstanley22@gmail.com.

Intervarsity WSU TriCities & CBC
Are you interested in coming along-
side college students? We are seeking 
God’s guidance for how we might 
partner with InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship to minister to students at 
WSU Tri-Cities or CBC. We’ve al-

ready had some people show interest 
and are looking for more. For more 
information, contact 
Juliem@cupchurch.org.

Fields of Grace
Gleaning (helping harvest food for the 
hungry) – Sign up to volunteer and 
receive notifications at https://fields-
of-grace.com/become-a-volunteer/.

Salmon Dinner, October 25
You can donate auction items or help 
organize the event. Live auction items 
might include garden help, window 
washing, car repair, lessons, plane 
rides, framed art as well as other new 
items for the silent auction. Other 
areas whose help is needed include 
event set-up and tear down, deco-
rations and ticket sales. For more 
information, contact Barbara or Don 
Lanning at donbarb6@frontier.com.

Giving Tree
Volunteer, leadership, and other roles 
needed between December 15-17 for 
set-up, shopping, wrapping and gift dis-

Community Impact Opportunities Fall 2019
tribution. And of course, gifts needed 
under the tree starting November 22. 
For more information, contact Fran 
Stanley at fmstanley22@gmail.com.

Other areas of interest
If you are passionate about other 
areas of outreach which are not listed 
above, we can help you get involved. 
Central Outreach Ministry (COM) 
has many connections in the com-
munity to help with homelessness, 
hunger, addiction, youth and chil-
dren’s needs, etc. Let us know what 
areas you are interested in. For more 
information, contact Pat Lacy at 
lacyp1201@aol.com.

Central Outreach Ministry 
(COM) teams
New team members are needed for 
the local Community Impact team 
and the International team. Roles in-
clude community event and volunteer 
coordination, mission trip planning 
and administrative support. For more 
information, contact Julie McDonald 
at Juliem@cupchurch.org.

Organ Dedication
Central has been greatly blessed by 
the addition of a beautiful new Rod-
gers 361 organ, which will  greatly 
enhance  our music ministry.

Many thanks to everyone who partic-
ipated in efforts to bring this glori-
ous instrument to Central.   Many 
contributed financially, but the organ 
would not be here without signifi-
cant investments in time and energy 
provided by members of the staff and 
congregation! 

Please join us for a special celebration 
to dedicate this wonderful organ to 
God’s glory.  We will have a blessed 
evening, with congregational singing,  
special music by the Chancel Choir, 
and Bell choir.  Our guest organist for 
the evening will be renowned concert 
organist Dan Miller. He will bring 
us a very special recital of classical 
organ pieces and special favorites.  
In addition, he will bring a surprise 
or two to show off the very special 
capabilities of the new organ.  An 

informal reception will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall, where you can meet 
Dan, as well as enjoy fellowship with 
fellow music lovers. 

This instrument will enhance our 
worship for decades to come.  How 
fitting it is to be installed in our 75th 
year anniversary.  Please save this 
date and join us for a night of music, 
fellowship and praise.
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Worship Service
10:00 am

Children
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